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hours' delay in reaching them would have been fatal to all now living. Season
north is late and closest for years. Kane Sea was not open when I left Cape
Sabine. Winter about Melville Bay most severe for thirty years.

This great result is entirely due to the prompt action and unwearied
energy of yourself and Secretary of War in fitting this expedition for the work

it has had the honor to accomplish.

W. S. SCHLEY, Commander.

This telegram was transmitted to the Secretary of tlie Navy,
who, at the time, was at West Point, on the Hudson, and replied
to it as follows:

July 17, 1884.
Commander W. S. SCHLEY :

Receive my congratulations and thanks for yourself and your whole
command for your prudence, perseverance, and courage in reaching our dead
and dying countrymen. The hearts of the American people go out with great
affection to Lieutenant Greely and the few survivors of his deadly peril. Care
for them unremittingly and bid them be cheerful and hopeful on account of
what life has yet in store for them. Preserve tenderly the heroic dead; pre-
pare them according to your judgment and bring them home.

WILLIAM E. CHAOTLER,

Secretary of the Navy.

The news of the expedition's successful search was soon
flashed over the country and throughout the world, and before
the sun had set that day hundreds of telegrams from the cham-
bers of commerce of the several large cities and from many
prominent national and State officials were received congratulat-
ing the expedition upon its splendid work. All day long the
ships were visited by the kind people of St. John's, anxious to
say one word to the rescued of the pleasure they felt that good
fortune had favored the expedition in reaching them in time.
Sir John Glover, the governor, and Lady Glover, together with
the other officials and principal residents of St. John's, were
bountiful in their courtesy and attention. During the week of
the relief ships' stay in port, it would have been impossible to
find time to accept the many invitations to dinners, dances,
receptions, and teas tendered to the officers and men by those
hospitable people. Our consul, Mr. Molloy, and his wife took
Greely under their hospitable roof for a few days.

On the 26th, when the squadron sailed from St. John's for
home, it was escorted out of port by a fleet of steam vessels of
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